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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : Raymond A. Warren
: . Chief, Latin America Division
VIA _ : Deputy D1recto1 for Operatlons
~ SUBJECT. . Citations from Robert Dietz Morrow's Becok,

"Betrayal' in "Midnight," a Weekly Tab101d,
entitled, "How CIA Plot to Kill Castro
Backfired" ' ‘

Memorandum for DCI from C/LA"gubject>
"Possible Accusations Against the CIA "
Dated 31 July 1976

RN

1. Attached is ‘a copy of SubJect article from ‘the
2 August 1976 edltlon of the tab101d "Mldn*ght."

2. Also attached is a copy 0of a 24 March 1976 memorandum

for the Deputy Director for Administration from the Director.
" .of Security relative. to. Robert Dietz Morrow. "This memo

indicates that Mr. Morrow was granted a Secret contract .
clearance in September 1962 for use by the Office of Commu-

- nications which ‘contracted with Morrow Products Baltimore,:

Maryland, to produce an adapter which would greatly reduce
interference on radio receivers. The adapter was delivered

.in February 1963 and found tc be worthless and the. contract

was terminated. ‘Subsequentiy, Morrow became involved with
Mario GARCIA Kohly and made the plates from which Kohly
produced counterfeit Cuban pesos. Morrow and his wife,
Cecily, were arrested along with Kohly by the Secret Service
on 1 October 1963. At that time Morrow told the Secret '
Service that he had become associated with a ''certain agent"
after building a device which he demonstrated to €IA.

Walnia® NoYioE E2 Ii\-‘IP-DET
CL BY 9560
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3. To our knowledge the allegations in Subject article
have no basis in fact nor did we have any rvelationship with
Jack Ruby, Clay Shaw or Lee Harvey Oswald. '

eyes
havmn=-A
aymond L. Parren

Raymond A. Warren

2 Attachments, a/s

cc: DDCI
CONCUR: | - | | o
Czgrge T, Maleriy _ , 2857 <
Chief, Counterintelligence Staff Date
: - Thecdors G. Shackley : : - .
) ’ - . fOP - » . ey e
Deputy Director for Operations - Date

KW

L O WU Y



13-00000

()
s E § v
¥3 e E SRR LR ¥ . dat oM
o3 (RN .,M 2 : (%) L I L)
Cry L3 Rl MLl et g G4 YAt eed
EA : N 8 s dew T wddg [ Seand w4
® 17 .y noen G RE RS B I T W B bt ord ed 17 B O
pd ) et B I S SR 25 TR 7o T S AP R, SRE W T ) e S D .
o P L3 8 &3 € O 3 I R SN Y eI TG B SR ‘ o
s U « B B S B ST S S S B S e S Lo et ) o
. o et 03 L) e cile 43 B G 3 fd 10g 2 o
s e 3 > = Mo .
' [ y r~i o B
[ ard " ored g .
e &3 o] Ly
. M " +
: ™ [} &
» 3~. 4yl et ty
Q P as) | at IR PR b o] 8 [ =]
by o e ey o > e
. o e o . bl B o 13 )
g wd| 49 o -1 = ar H > SR BN e S A
vy e e _u D06 Moo .
Fa el e g it AR ) b= SN R i S &5 D . :
b th 44 73 Y S BT I A N D b 3ol 1) Qe o .
o 80O T B B Qe ord .
o~ B e et 30 O350 3o ) % :
. ~t 3 e b 3w oerer e .A CERNSRIR A3 !
$~ o] .ﬁ.w €] 2 H«H = [+}) “..H sy ol O 9 o LR
O fot 04 0 ord 3t fe Ln St by ol Il
- LUeg O s fad £ - [p R e LA ¢l
i s s O 3 baerd S oo o Do =3
)] te Q) eed DD DO g E e o
ord a4 £ ™~ ; S C = o4 T ~
b B! R “Ty T Jo W O b2 Mo S S o
£3 Eadnlaw s BE PO D DO e O o
o 0 90 (SR T N O b 4
i 3,08 ) o BEGEES Bew BN E I W S o NS St
s iy D b i e s P o emd M ) R o
: ol 5 B & Rt B e e N O be » 0 a3
i 44 B B e VT LT WD " (O3 - 2
o IER s B =R - 5] J4 b3 13t Uo s Y
fz O Ve 4 770 ay U [ R T R I b
n (SRR 00 2,04 o Onl bt oo O 4=
. £ R e D RN L A~ I T B o T e ha QP S Qe
~ Sverd O v LR I B S e T o B [ e o I LR i)
- 0 4 faapt el AW O S ad U ¢ O G Cowon
ord o d4d e 2 opd ool et Y O LG S B B i Faoeret
£ ko ¢S o o W £ o0 B ed L e D 1Y Nt
i< AU U R D 0w foo G o 3 =
: oerd e 3 M CHATR I B O wed oo U o
% M poo S R~ 4 eed e LD e v I 4 s
. S0 4 T e I 4 LY B S 2y a4
e ) (B S SR T I R % W S B o R TN 5 T SN SO ) omeoy
L Q et 3] b SR I ety Q40 S TS A
s el 1 ot £ e o e o ] L5 NS I B
. f4 b o oo =SS Lo FHSRY ‘
DOD OO L0e bt Q0 by oo fa @ O G2
LSRR I BT SR S TR K R N - il o I S NI




13-00000

R RV 4+ L3 0
#i e ord [ IR SN =]
o oard ® i g U @
R 44 4y Moo o
RN I ] L . G P v O 0 e s
O e 0 fm; <3 ) Ted A5 M D v
el @ed 1393 g0 LR 0w IR SRR AW I
Mowma o ot VoA tm. s () k _ .
et s a2 O te o 2 Lo U4 gy .& '
£ S Uy @4 BL B ot O B &t £t o
33 erf em R B S KR A e € Lo B O R o o
£ 4t @ o &) {5 _ o O Mot Ot N
3 o el d Dty £ e &) LA R oI Ny #
RS U edeed gl o I T NE - T IR\ .
0 el @ 4 oe b a4 48 SANR &
B U DO D =4 n.aom //
el &1 g g7 B ard "3 430K L2 e T RN
Uy 8 et A R Er Ny REEN ] 4O . B
IR R AR SR O - I Y I st o R fe gy Y
ierterd @) ord pod [V & 3 o R NI R e / ._/z 4 -
BV O 6 ed g s erd i3 Voo N
b, Ben O ¢ aen L 33 Ao o0 0 oo
T IR T IECNE SR WY I Y g G Dot 4 Ny 2
erderl 0 D fg b fao0I Oy 2 [} 37§ n g N O
B A 4 OO et D £ red €3 bo 44 O RN
ML) O o s S eed IR R B R
o b @ “on &l BRI AN RS W
QU Ol . £t rt » 1.0 GO B0
I @ oo m o ) O . & n.?m g
£ ) L v R | S .
MS by B L1 0 0 ER A « P gt [}
o g ISR Wi Hooerta : -
R R I e ak AR A I e v
A fhed o0} B i < -y
a g e AT 0 &3 G B O e =
ARG W I B oW el O o BLerd
PRIV et )L © o v 43 : £ R
A FEL LM UM W L3 Dt . el
i< e d et & @ Hoa O T4
QO Pl ol eed ol ko L8 N o U
L. e 20 (" Mol e . voo
e K it 8 3) ot Wi~ o 6 0Ly
VR Dl M 0L ot o 4 N )
€ Eroael b U 8 e B oA Giad @ T
R A o B G RS BN 4] £ e RGRSH]
@ P O V= e DTt .
IR STl -+ WY LI I of U0 Y LR T T B
PO oa RN e L2 Th e 4 03 o
00 Al WD b A3l 0y ol ol R K
2 o PG e |
A - SEP R LV n & A3 L € emi 33 . 4 ur
FICIP P I VR e B e T ot o3 X Ol o Vil m = )
i Sy o3 LY &b ) ~N 0 ol
Dhemy 0D Nt 2 G Ty R W e BO
o A A4S il o G R0, bt ar
Lord et et P - sref PSR
L ] ot Ay ™ o ba 15 40 3 v O
R ondll A1 3 N e o Oy ooyonp f
JORR A i K e WMTE s x0 . [




13-00000

-,

MIMORANTEM FOR: Dircctor of (entral Intelligence
FROﬁ i Raymond A. Wnéron

' Chief, Latin America DlV3<10ﬁ
VIA : Deputy Dircctor for Ope*ations
SUB.JECT : Possible Accusations Against the CIA

1. On 30 July 1976 at 1630 hours, Latin America Division
was advised by Mr. Tom White of thé Cffice of LevislatiV°
Counsel that he had just talked on the phone to & staf
"of Representative Thomas Downing, Democrat of.Vlrglnla.
staf; aide told White that Representative Downing had just
received information from a Mr. Robert Morrow, author of a
recent book (Betraval) on the Jehn F. Xenneédy assassination.
Morrow provided this alieged information to the Los Angeles

. e

aide
The

('_‘

Times, New York Times, a Richmond newspaper {Times or Neh-*c¢u61,

perhavs), and others. According to this information, which
the staff aide said is to appear in the New York Times on
Sunday, 1 August

a. President Richard Nixon promised a Mr. Mario
GARCIA Kohly that if an invasion of Cuba were successful;
Nixon would arrange that all Cuban leftists outside
Cuba would be killed.  The implication was that these
killings would be carried out by the CIA.

b. British overflights from the Bahamas. $howed
that there were Soviet missiles in Cuba as early as
1960, and.they were not removed until 1964. President
Kennedy knew of this information, but withheld it from
the public. : ' '

-

2. The staff aide said that Representative Downing plans
to call a press conference on Monday, 2 August, to disclose
the above information, but not necessarily to attest to 1its

accuracy.
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How
By HARRY ALTSHULER
MIDNIGHT Staff Writer

The ClA and Fide] Castro were
both betling on the same agent
- and Castro wony

The CiA plotted to murder Cas-
tro by using a Cuban agent
code-named Am/Lash, whe
agreedtolead a coup to overturn
the Castro government.

But Amf Lash was 2o double agent.
A longtime faithful pal of Casvro,
mmed Roblmdo Cabelo, he took the
CIA’S moncy — and spilled its plans--
into Custro’s car.

fa angry retalintion, Custro setup
the assassination of President John
F. Kennedy,

Thist is the story — alreidy fong.
Known in some Washington cireles
== behind the reopening of the file
on JER s murder.

But the truth may be even more
vomplex. Now a former CIA oper- |
tive. Robert 1. Morrow, has spilled
# doszen years of secrets into a confessjonal book, **Be--
trayal,”” published by the Henry Regnery Co., Chicago.
Le¢ Harvey Oswald was not the assassin, Morrow as-
serts. :

Oswald was just the chump set up to take the blume, while
the real Killers escaped. -

According to Morrow, Oswald was a small-time CIA em-

SR
ClA blamed

&

ROBERT MORROW, former CIA man, holds
Mannlicher rifle he was ordered to buy before the ;.
assassination. Three men fired at JFK he claims,

Kennedy
for Bay Of Pigs failure.

‘Kennedy !
Was
Trying
To Get
Casiro,

Bu? *
Castro
Got To

‘Him First'

—LBJ

ployee, working underorders. He hud o idea whit it was all
about or where his own actions fitted injo the picturg,

A group inside the CIA itsell, working closely with Tlis.
gruntled Cuban exiles. plotted the assastination, says#or-
row.

Oswald's boss was another ClA employee. Jack Ruby.
Ruby knew the scope of the plot and wanted no part of it,
But Ruby had s racket of his own on the side, drg-running
from Cuba. I made him vulnerable to backmail.

Ruby was the Daltas nightclub operutor who walked up o
Qswald and, as the nation watched on TV, shot him it close «
range. Ruby too is now dead, but his cluim was he performed
the act out of love for the dead President. Morrow says this
is the truth about Ruby:

He was ordered to liquidate Oswald, 1o keep his mouth
shut, and threatened with a jail sentence on a drug churge if
he hesitated. ° . :

What did the CIA cabul have agpinst. JFK? Morrow ex-
pliains the CIA group and its Cuban exile fricnds blamed
Kennedy for ‘the Bay of Pigs invasion failure. And they
charged him with playing politics in the Cuban missile crisis.

*1f our President and his brother sit on the mis le infor-
mation. he won'tlive through his first term,” Morrow heard
from an insider. . .

The CIA-Cuban exile plotters regarded JFK as a traitor.
They felt he wasn't ready enough to battle Castro, whom
they suw us a deadly menace to the U.S.

Their first plan was to ruin Castro by counterfeiting
Cuban currency to smash the economy. They were running
their counterfeiting operation with U.S. government funds
and salarics, but naturally they had to keep it dark from the
White House.

Their secrecy succeeded to well — for the Sccret Serv-
ice broke in and arresied them as ordinary counterfeiters. |

Morow himself was handed a two-year sentence. sus-
pended, in connection with the scheme.

The insiders felt the White House had interfered with
their last hope — short of violence — of breaking Castro.
- "Il we ean’t get Castro because of the President, we'll gor,
the President first, so we can get at Castro,” onc of them
warned Marrow.

24

sed to
spill any detaits.

BT U RN A

astro Ba

his backer,

investigation under the Warren Report.

Y& agoent,

£3 wis the (1A plorting ag
{ the American President.

. W:u'rcp Commission and even faited 1o
' l!’r.;;l_r of what they might leam. )
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ROLANDO CUBELO, almost a Castro lookalike

with the beard and cigar, wore his arm in a sling

as a result of wounds he received in the Presi-

dential Palace takeover in Havana on Castro's
behalf.

now dead. a New Orleans businessman who was 2 power in
the ClIA. Morrow quotes him as declaring: *‘The assassina-
tion of a President may seem a monstrous act, but aot if the
alternative is an America under communist rule,..”

Long afterward, Shaw was indicted on a conspiracy .
charge, and acquitted as innocent,

But meanwhile. as Morrow tells it, the plot went ahead.
Oswald was picked as the full guy, to be fed to the police
-while the men who uctually fired the shots in Dalias that
Nov. 12 got away. N

This part of the story fits in with recent Senate Intelli-
gence Committee revelations of two Cuba-connected fugi-
tives following the assassination. One fled Texas for Mexico
the same day, and a Cuba-bound sirliner was held back 1iil
he scrambled aboard.

. The other reached Mexico the following duy. and was
immediately flown out to Cuba on an airliner with no other
passengers. :

. According to Morrow, these were the men with Mann-
licher rifles similur 10 the one Oswald owned, who fired at
the President from hidden vantage paints. The explanation
that there was more than onc man firing accounts for the
puzzling profusion of wounds. - . .

If the truth was known or suspected in Washington, why
has it been so long coming into the open? -

C_urrcnl talk in the nation"s capital is that the first ones (o,
realize Castro’s involvement had a terrible fear that if he™
were openly accused, it would lead 10 a confrontation with
Russia — possibly the nuclear holocaust the
whole world dreaded.

So they kept quict — even the man in
Lyndon B..Johnson. -

News commentator Howard K. Smith hiss now revealed a
confidential conversation with Johnson, long ago.

Il tell you something ahout Kennedy's murder that will
rock you,* Juhnson confided. "*Kenncdy was trying to get
Catlrt.-. but Castro got to him first.™

Smith admits, "'} was rocked all right. [ begged for details,
but he refused. saying it will all come out some day.”

True enbugh, there have been rumors for years, in MID-
NIGHT and cisewhere, despite the massive efforts to bury

the White House,

The g_‘IA and the FBE were nuturally reluctant to let the
warld find out they had been hooby-trapped by a double

They didn't even want 1o think about the truth — that it
st Castro that led o the desth of
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That was why the CIA and the FBI kept seerets from the 9
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-27, 1863, says that**we showed intel- " -

. ihe umdammﬂd -officer adcbd toat ;

;bc—: mm:nal was r\,leased 10,

i while .s2

{wasaCla ..o_m- i iz

volvaraent vxth Oswald seemed most
appropriate,’ the umdbnuxxed oflicer.
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- "Auoc-atcdhn: ;
Cantr:ry to-sworn LC)tH‘ﬂOT\y, the
‘CIA once considered using presiden--
tial as32s5in Lee Harvey Oswald 2 asai
source - of ‘intelligence . information.;
about thz Soviet Umon according to .1
anewly reteased CIA document. .. - .3
In sworn testimony . before - the k
Warren - Commission, ; former CIAL
Diractor Richard. Helms, said the:
uzency never had.*or even ‘contem- .
p‘a’*d 2 ,ycovmctsxfxtnﬂswald o
The newly released document,”
written by an unidentified CIA officer .
thrés days efier President John F.
}’en..-dy was killed i in Dallas on'Nov.

“lizence mte:e:.L in Osw.ﬂd and *'dis
cnssF-c. ';; - 'Lhnl Ju“.’-’ ‘on of “inters
yiews2".

M do ..ot ‘now whai action deyelopad

CTHE MEMOWAS AMONG hun-
dc»d, of pages*of. cocuments.from:;

the CIA’s file on'Lee Harvey Oswald. -
'ha i

A se"ond»cocument reveals ‘that -
former * CiA: Director Allén DLHE;,_
rving 2s.a member:of the-
Warren Conamrssmn privately. coun-
seled CIA oificials on the best way.to |
lanswer (‘ueatxonvfm'n the coramis-:
sion about allevauan) th.r..t Os.ﬁﬂd
" Dulles tbougﬁ _,l'mOuage wmch
smade it _elear. taat-Lee Harvey Os-
wald was never an employe or ageat:
of CIA would sufiice;” an umder-tx-,
fied CIA ofiicer wrote IIe]m; i Apnl
19J1 "'.v.. R

“I agree with.him that a Ldl‘?tunlj
.phrased denial of the-charges of in-

$re.de

b

7¥hen he appeared bafore the com:

-mission in May- 1954, Helms, " then
"head “of. thé. agencys ‘clandestine
_-sprwces testified _under-oath -that
{:"there’s no :material in-the-Central
lmelhgence TAgency,® either .in ‘the’
records oc-in the mind of any of the
Jindividuals thet there. was any cons
tact had or. even omtemplated thn"
Oswald. : X .

THENOV 196.:, remo explaxm'
“that the agency's interest in Oswald’
-as a-polential intelligence source was
_due/to his “unusual bzhavior. in the
%gg*t . to whxch he h 3d def"ctr.d mj
We. were parhcular}y mterested

n the (doieged) Oswald might pro-~-
“vide on the Minsk factory in which he
‘had been employed, on certain sec--
‘tions.of the clty itsell, and of course-.
.we thought.-the usual {deleted) that
“might h'\ln develop (deleted) person-
g ahty dossnra,” the memo states. :
% .vThe memo.indicates.that Os: wald .
~was also of..interest fo.the, CIA. be-::
cause .0f" concem that 1s Rz.ss:an-f

born w:fe, ;d’an 2, nxutu have been
‘part of a trend for ch;et women to
‘marry foreigners,.leave the couniry
“and'setilz overseas “here they could
SE’.‘I'Vc ao spxe;. A FRIRI

: 'i‘“zIE HLVO ADOUL tbe agency s
;'mter?st in-Oswald said the-discus-
sions about Oswald occurred *some-
time in summer. 1960 The author)
continued: *'I:don't recallif this was!
discussed while Oswald and his fa me
ly were en route to our country orif 1t
was z:fter thexr arrival.”
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : John H. Waller
Inspector General

SUBJECT Washington Star Story, 1 October 1976

a0

1. This is for your information only.

2. On1 October 1976 the Washington Star published a.news
story with an Associated Press credit line, headlined CIA .
Viewed Oswald As Information Source (copy aitached). The

lead stated:

Contrary to sworn testimony, the CIA once con-
sidered using presidential assassin Lee Harvey
.Oswald as a source of intelligence information
about the Soviet Union, according fo a newly
released CIA document.

In sworn testimony before the Warren Commission,
former CIA Director Richard Helms said the
Agency never had '"or even contemplated' any
contacts with Oswald. '

The news story, in another section, made the following
statement: '

The November 25, 1963, memo explained that
the Agency's interest in Oswald as a potential
intelligence source was due to his "unusual
behavior in the USSR, ! to which he had defected
in 1959.
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3. There was such a memorandum, written by a case
officer then stationed in Paris, recently released under FQIA.
Writing three days after President Kennedy's assassinatioq,
this case officer recalled that there had been interest in Oswald,

As soon as I had heard Oswald's name, I recalled
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed .-~
sometime in the summer of 1960 -~ with the then
Chief and Deputy Chief of the 6 Research Section
the laying on of interview (s) through KUJUMP or
other suitable channels . . .

I remember that Oswald's unusual behavior in the
USSR had struck me from the moment I had read
the first ODACID dispatch on him, and I told my
subordinates something amounting to '"Don't push
too hard to get the information we need, because
this individual looks odd, " '

-

.« o » » Ido not know what action developed there-
after « « o &

4., The Helms testimony before the Warren Commission -
on this subject was.as follows:

Mr. Helms. On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all

our records searched to see if there had been

any contacts at any time prior to President Kennedy s
assassination by anyone in the Central Intelligence
Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our
card files and our personal files and all our records.

Now this check turned out to be negative. In addition

I got in touch with those officers who were in positions
of responsibility at the times in question to see if
anybody had any recollection of any contact having

even been suggested with this man. This also turned
out to be negative, so there is no material in the
Central Intelligence -Agency, either in the records or
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was
any contact had or even contemplated with him.
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5. Mr. Helms did state exactly the words quoted in the
news story -- '‘or even contemplated.? But the context of
those words was what was reported to him as the result of
a search of records and memeories. To this day those
familiar with the extensive Oswald records state that there
is no reflection in those records that anyone even undertook
to propose or approve a contact with Oswald. It would have
been natural to do so, but apparently any such thoughts did
not progress to formal action. From the memorandum
quoted, it is apparent that someone at Branch level did think
about it, even if nothing ever came of it. This hardly con-
stitutes a responsible or official or serious “‘contemplation'*
of the idea., Mr, Helms' full statement on this point seems
literally correct in the full context of his statement, although
more refined qualifications might have reiterated the basis
for his conclusions. The news story is misleading on this_
point, '

6. -The news story statement that Oswald was considered
due to his '""unusual behavior in the USSR, ' is exactly the
opposite of the statements of the quoted memorandum, which
reported the care that should be used if Oswald were approached,
because of his strange conduct.

7. The statement in the news story about Mr. Dulles
consulting with Agency personnel on how to answer questions
is basically true. The interpretation to be placed on this
counselling will depend on the interpreter. The inference of
the news story is that Mr. Dulles was counselling slanted
responses on the Oswald issue, thereby tending to reinforce
the interpretation of deception attributed to Mr. Helms.

/ John H Waller

Attachment:
As Stated
cc: DDCI w/atts
DIG:SDBreckinricge:js (i 1407) 6 October 1976
Distribution:
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